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Inside this issue: 

 Youth Group News 

The youth group is working hard to help fund 

their trip to Detroit to attend the ELCA Youth 

Gathering. Please help support us by attending 

and spreading the word about our events.         

February will be a busy month for the youth. 

There are three fundraisers and lessons that the 

youth will be participating in this month.  

 The first fundraiser is a Valentine’s Babysitting Night at SOV 

from 5pm-9pm on Saturday February 14th. 

  The second fundraiser is on Tuesday February 17th 5:30pm-

7pm at SOV to celebrate with a Shrove Pancake Dinner.  

 The third fundraiser is an ongoing fundraiser. The youth       

members are selling raffle tickets for a chance to win a trip to The 

Pines at Sunriver. Please find one of the youth members to buy a 

ticket or two from them for $5 a ticket. 

  The lessons the youth will be participating in will help prepare 

them for their trip and reasoning behind why we are heading to   

Detroit.  

 

Please reach out to the 8 youth members going on this trip. We         

encourage the congregation to get to know these youth members. The 

eight going on the trip are Emily, Amber, Jean, Anita, Mitch,           

Jonathan, Taylor, and Amanda.  

 

Thank you for your continued support 

Stacey and Caitlin 

 

 Youth group is open to all 6-12th 

grade students! 

 “A caring community   
touched by Christ,      

touching others for Christ” 
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MARCH NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE FEBRUARY 24th 

Pastor Brian’s Message 

Since I’ll be serving as Shepherd of the Valley’s Interim Pastor, you may want to know what I 

see on the horizon as the transition process unfolds.  First and foremost, of course, we will keep 

doing all our various ministry activities as usual.  Weekly worship, fellowship events, service 

ministries, Christian Education for all ages, pastoral care: all these will continue according to 

SOV’s normal routines.  And that’s a good thing. 

SOV’s transition process will follow much the same path that all congregations go through when 

one pastor departs and they prepare to call another.  At some point, we will have a series of   

conversational meetings — probably a mixture of town hall meetings and small group meetings 

— to review where we’ve come from and to discern where we want to be going.  A committee will 

be appointed (or perhaps elected, depending on the details of SOV’s constitution) to manage this 

phase of the process.  They will gather information from the congregation and then complete a 

“Ministry Site Profile.”  This “MSP” will summarize what SOV has discovered about its identity 

and mission.  That document will be completed in conversation with the staff of Oregon Synod 

Bishop Dave Brauer-Rieke.  Bishop Dave and his staff will then use that MSP as the basis of 

their discernment to identify a slate of pastors who match the needs for pastoral leadership as 

set forth in the MSP we have created. 

In the next phase of the process a Call Committee interviews candidates and makes decisions 

about the possibility of a match between pastor and congregation.  This may be the same group 

of people that has created the MSP, or it may be another group; different congregations have 

different approaches to forming a Call Committee.  At some point the Call Committee will      

decide that maybe a particular candidate is the right one.  That candidate would most likely 

meet the Council and then the rest of the congregation.  That’s a typical pattern, anyway.  If 

this candidate seems like the right match, then the congregation would vote on the candidate.  

If there’s a healthy majority in favor of calling that pastor, then a call would be extended.  The 

pastor gets to decide whether or not to accept the call. 

In broad strokes, then, that’s what is on the horizon for SOV as we enter this transition period.  

I am committed to walking with you as your Interim Pastor, however long that may take.  God 

willing, that period won’t be too long or too short — it will just right to call the right pastor to 

serve SOV for years to come.  May God bless us as we undertake this adventure of calling a new 

pastor! 

 

  



 Today we ask God to bless our church and church leaders with wisdom and patience as we 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit through the next upcoming months.  The process of  finding our 
next called pastor is a process many of the long standing members of SOV are very familiar with.  
We know many of the necessary steps including selecting an interim pastor, selecting a Call       
Committee, fact gathering from our members in the form of surveys and questionnaires, identifying 
the needs, goals and missions of SOV and how our called pastor will facilitate the “newly defined 
priorities” of SOV.  Yes, we will have some serious conversations about what we collectively value 
and just how important these missions are to the future of our church.   

 When we stand together and work together we can accomplish great things.  We already 
have a strong history of coming out on top.  Just remember where we were just eight years ago.  
Could we have envisioned where our church would be after losing Pastor Kurt?  No, but we knew we 
were part of God’s mission field, that we would survive and that the Holy Spirit would lead us to 
make a good decision for selecting the next Pastor, Pastor Randy. 

 Pastor Randy and Choice Schutt will always be part of our history and future.  We will       
embrace them and support them in their journey of healing regardless of his “title” at SOV.  We 
have witnessed a miracle with Pastor Randy surviving such a major stroke.  He is a fighter and as 
such wants to continue improving his health.  He loves Jesus and wants to spread the good news. 
We pray that he can focus on healing and getting stronger. We will be recreating the   Caring and 
Sharing committee for people interested in helping others in our church. 

 The next chapters of Shepherd of the Valley are yet to unfold.  We are at a unique place in 
the history of SOV!  The collective actions of our members will determine just where our journey will 
lead us.  The old saying, “united we stand” is very important at this junction in time.  We are very 
blessed to be a healthy congregation and already have done some of the difficult tasks of working 
out the details of our Strategic Plan.  We are Reaching UP, Reaching Out and Reaching In.  We have 
a strong music program with an exceptional band and choir for our worship experience.  We have a 
Facebook page, website and podcast that prospective members can visit to give them an idea what 
we are about.  We have new people walking through our doors all the time, some with children.  We 
are a caring community touched by Christ touching others for Christ. 

 God already has a plan for us.  Begin praying and asking God to bless our next pastor      
wherever he or she may live.  Continually invite the Holy Spirit into our lives daily so we can see the 
vision God wants our church to become for our community near and far.  Then when we interview 
our next pastor that God has chosen for us, the courtship and romance will be evident and we will 
accomplish great things for the future. 

 Today is a great opportunity for us to reflect on just how many blessings we have.  By joining 
hands and listening for the soft voice of the Holy Spirit we will be able to walk through the next 
months in peace and harmony.  Today is a great day to read the bible and reflect on how God      
always fulfills his promises to his children.   

 We ask you to keep Interim Pastor Brian in your prayers as he helps us walk through this 
journey.  As our Interim Pastor he is not available to be our Called Pastor.  This is part of the       
conditions from the synod and our council of being selected as our Interim.  He has already stated 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT...Submitted by Jim T 
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Looking ahead at Easter 

Ash Wednesday: February18:  services at 11:30 am & 7:00 pm 

Wednesday Lent Soup Suppers: February 25, March 4-25, 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Palm Sunday: March 29: 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Maundy Thursday:  April 2: service at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday: April 3: services at 11:30 am & 7:00 pm 

Easter: April 5: 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

 Youth breakfast at 9:45 - 10:45 

Lenten Worship Schedule...Submitted by Sue M 

Scrip Order Sundays    February 1st & 15th  

 
Scrip is a partnership with stores, restaurants, and other merchants for the purpose of  
fundraising thru gift card sales.  A percentage of what you buy comes back directly to 
the church. Scrip profit for January was $125.00 
 
Thank you for your on going support. Our new chairs have greatly enhanced the look 
of the sanctuary. 
 
Please remember to link your Fred Meyer rewards card to SOV. We currently have 13 
families that have linked their cards and SOV has made $56.00 

Council Presidents Report Contd. 

to executive council that he did not want to be our called pastor and how it would not be ethical for 
him to become our next pastor.  Pastor Brian has been a blessing helping us work with the synod 
and leading us in worship. 

 Thanks for staying strong and united, for having faith that God will provide and that we can 
trust that He has chosen a fabulous new pastor for our church.  We will survive and be stronger   
because of our faith. 

 



Kids of the Kingdom Christian Preschool and Kindergarten 
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Loving our Neighbors Food Drive 

     During the month of February, the School will be collecting non-perishable 

food items for our neighbors.  We invite the SOV congregation to join us.  A 

collection box will be available in the narthex.  At the end of the month, the 

preschool will deliver the items to the nearby Oregon Food Bank. 

Class Registration is OPEN for Fall 2015 

 

 We are now accepting registrations for all of our Fall 2015 classes.  

Please check online at www.sovlutheran.com/kok for class 

times and fee information.  If you are interested in a tour of the school, email 

kokpreschool@gmail.com or call 503.645.0236.  We serve children ages 2-6 

years and have classes for Kindergarten, Prekindergarten, Preschool 4’s,   

Preschool 3’s and 2’s (with parent). 

 

 

Kindergarten News 

Mrs. Rasmussen 

January went by very quickly!  We had a lot of fun listening to stories about winter, snow, 

snowmen, mittens, and polar animals.  We painted snowmen and snowflakes and determined 

more and less.  We sequenced the life of a snowman.  We responded to stories in words and    

pictures.  We had a special pajama day and drank hot cocoa with marshmallows and ate French 

toast.  We learned about 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes.  We celebrated Braydon’s 6th 

birthday!  We made beautiful white doves when we learned about Jesus’ baptism.  It was an 

awesome month. 

Looking ahead to February we will be talking about friends and what it means to be a good 

friend.  We will celebrate St. Valentine’s Day with a friendship party.  We will talk about Jesus 

blessing the children and what it means to love your neighbor.  We will make stone soup and do 

a friendship soup activity.  We will learn more about homes and families and about a man 

named Zacchaeus.  We will read several versions of The Gingerbread Man and compare and 

contrast them.  We will practice writing our last names.  We will work on skip counting by 5s 

and 2s.  We will begin learning about coins.  We will continue working on rhyming words, and 

word families.  We will continue to praise and thank our loving God. 

 

Preschool 4’s News 

Ms. Benedict 

 The 4-Year-Old Preschool class is looking forward to celebrating kindness and friendship 

in the month of February. We will talk about friendship and celebrate our class of friends with 

a Valentine’s party. To apply our understanding of kindness, we will participate in a “Loving 

Our Neighbors” Can Food Drive and help deliver the food to the Food Bank. The last half of the 

month will begin our study of community helpers. 

   

 

 



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer Shawl Gatherings; February 16th at 7:00 pm 
              February 26th at 1:00 pm 
 

Feel free to continue knitting and crocheting at home if you cannot attend our 

prayer shawl gatherings. 

 

Thank you for your continued handiwork! 

 

If you know of someone in need of a Prayer Shawl please let Brenda or Caryl  know 

 

Preschool 3’s News 

Mrs. Sandow 

 The 3's class finished January with making gingerbread and having a pajama party. We 

also had our first chapel lesson with Pastor Brian.  In February, we will learn about being a 

community helper. We will participate in our School’s canned food drive and deliver our          

donations. We will focus on showing God's love to others and have a fun Valentine's party with 

special treats. 

 

Two’s Time News 

Teacher Wendy 

 The two’s class was busy in January exploring with their hands in play dough, water, ice 

and glitter gak.  We learned about how big Jesus got and how good he treated the little ones, 

like Zacchaeus and us.  We sorted felt snow balls by size and sang songs about winter.  

  In February, we will learn about the color red and how to make pink.  We will play with 

heart shapes and sequence by size and focus on being kind like Jesus.  We will share valentines 

with our classmates and enjoy a treat we make.  We will also learn about Community Helpers 

and bring in the big fire engines to play with during class. 
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The Transfiguration of the Lord;  Sunday, February 15th 

The brightness was not something added to Christ but the              

manifestation of His true divine nature. For Peter, James, and John, it 

was also a glimpse of the glories of heaven and of the resurrected body 

promised to all Christians. As Christ was transfigured, two others    

appeared with Him: Moses, representing the Old Testament Law, and 

Elijah, representing the prophets. Thus Christ, Who stood between the 

two and spoke with them, appeared to the disciples as the fulfillment 

of both the Law and the prophets. 



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

  

  03 Shayne J   20 Divine H 

 05 Nathan J   21 Sue M 

 08 Verna W   23 Jim A 

 10 Kathy T   23 Gary G 

 12 Dave R   23 Marion L 

 16 DJ S   28 Dean K 

 17 Mitch R   29 Skylar J 

 18 Bruce G   

  

God’s Blessing  

For a  

Joyful New Year 

In 

Life! 

Lent is the Christian season of preparation    

before Easter. In Western Christianity, Ash 

Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of 

the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior 

to Easter (Sundays are not included in the 

count). 

Lent is a time when many Christians prepare 

for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. 

The purpose is to set aside time for reflection on Jesus Christ - his suffering and his sacrifice, 

his life, death, burial and resurrection. 
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Shepherd of the Valley is proudly sponsoring an American Red                                    

Cross blood drive Monday, February 16th 1:30—7:00 pm 

We encourage all eligible persons to help our local community by                                                

giving the gift of life. The blood donation process takes about an hour                                           

of your time and could save up to 3 lives. 

First time donors are welcome! For more information and/or to schedule your appointment to 

donate-  blood please call 800-787-9691 or 503-284-4040.       Walk - in’s Welcome 

MEN’S NIGHT  (back to Thursday) 

Thursday, February 5th 

6:30 PM @ Cruise In Country Diner 

9785 SW River Rd, Hillsboro, OR 97123 

http://www.cruiseincountry.com/menu/p9674 

ALL MEN INVITED FOR FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

MARCH NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE FEBRUARY 24TH  
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Ladies Dinner 

Inviting all Ladies to our monthly dinner 

Tuesday, February 3rd 

6:00 pm 

Thirsty Lion Pub & Grill 

2290 Northwest Allie Avenue, Hillsboro, OR 97124 

http://thirstyliongastropub.com/tanasbourne 

Please RSVP to Deann or Tammy 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 

  

8:30 & 11:00  a 

Worship 

Scrip, Birthday, 

Blood Pressure 

 

1:30 p OEC 

2 

 9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

  

3 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

6:00 p Ladies 

Dinner @ 

Thirsty Lion/ 

Tanasbourne 

 

  

4 

7:00 a Coffee 

group Bethany    

Starbucks 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten   

10:00 a Bible 

Study  

 

  

5 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

6:30 p Men’s 

Night @ Cruise 

In  Diner 

  

6 

9:00 - 11:30 a 

KOK  Preschool 

1:00 - 9:00 p 

Palmeter Piano 

Studio 

  

7              

10:00 - 11:30 

SOV Choir 

  

8 

8:30 & 11:00  a 

Worship 

 

1:30 p OEC 

9 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 

  

10 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 

  

11 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten     

10:00 a Bible 

Study  

 

 

  

12 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten     

7:00 p LLL 

 

  

13 

 9:00 - 11:30 a 

KOK  Preschool 

1:00 - 9:00 p 

Palmeter  Piano 

Studio 

 

  

14 

 10:00 - 11:30 

SOV Choir 

5:0 - 8:00 p 

Youth Group 

babysitting 

night 

 

 

 

 

Valentine's 

Day 

15 

8:30 & 11:00  a 

Worship 

Scrip Sunday 

  

1:30 P OEC 

 

 Transfiguration 

of Our Lord 

16 

 1:30 - 7:00 p 

Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

Presidents' 

Day 

17 

 9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 5:30 - 7:00 p 

Shrove    

Tuesday Pan-

cake Supper 

Youth fund-

raiser 

18 

 9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten    

10:00 a Bible 

Study              

11:30 a Ash 

Wednesday 

service            

7:00 p Ash 

Wednesday 

Service 

Ash        

Wednesday 

19 

 9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 10:00 a LLL 

7:00 p Council 

Mtg 

  

20 

 9:00 - 11:30 a 

KOK  Preschool 

1:00 - 9:00 p 

Palmeter  Piano 

Studio 

 

  

21 

10:00 - 11:30 

SOV Choir  

  

22 

8:30 & 11:00  a 

Worship 

 

1:30 P OEC 

 

 First Sunday in 

Lent 

  

23 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 

  

24 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten 

 

  

25 

 9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten     

10:00 a Bible 

Study  

5:30 p Lenten 

Soup Supper 

6:30 p Lenten 

Devotion 

  

  

26 

  9:00 - 1:00 p 

KOK Preschool/ 

Kindergarten     

12:00 p All 

Church      

Luncheon         

1:00 p Prayer 

Shawl  

 

  

27 

 9:00 - 11:30 a 

KOK  Preschool 

1:00 - 9:00 p 

Palmeter  Piano 

Studio 

 

  

28 

 10:00 - 11:30 

SOV Choir 

  

February 2015 


